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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed are a method and an apparatus for selecting a
wavelength by a wavelength tunable optical receiver. The
method of selecting a wavelength of a wavelength tunable
optical receiver includes: receiving, by the wavelength tun-
able optical receiver, an optical signal from a wavelength
tunable optical transmitter; filtering, by the wavelength tun-
able optical receiver, the optical signal through a low fre-
quency band electrical signal filter, and obtaining a low fre-
quency signal; determining, by the wavelength tunable
optical receiver, whether the low frequency signal is a valid
signal based on a current value of the low frequency signal;
and when the low frequency signal is the valid signal, obtain-
ing, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, an enable
condition of'a wavelength tunable optical filter through which
the low frequency signal is selected, in which the low fre-
quency signal includes a control/monitoring signal.

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
SELECTING WAVELENGTH BY
WAVELENGTH TUNABLE OPTICAL
RECEIVER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on and claims priority from
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0017252, filed on
Feb. 14, 2014, with the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its entirety
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present invention relates to an optical receiver, and
more particularly, to a wavelength tunable optical receiver.

2. Discussion of Related Art

Optical communication refers to transmission and
exchange of information by using a wavelength of light. A
wavelength band usable by the optical communication
depends on a light source, but is mostly limited to an infrared
ray wavelength band.

Communication using an optical cable is similar to wired
communication in the related art in that an optical fiber, which
is a transmission medium, is used, but is similar to wireless
communication in the related art in that a signal is transmitted
by using light, which is a carrier wave.

Optical communication system is divided into an optical
transmission apparatus and an optical communication appa-
ratus. The optical transmission apparatus may pass through a
step of a signal, optical modulation, optical amplification,
optical multification, optical detection, and a signal. The opti-
cal communication apparatus is divided into an optical dis-
tribution device and an optical switching device. A basic
factor of optical transmission includes a light emitting device,
light receiving device, and an optical fiber.

As a light source of the optical communication transmis-
sion device, a Light Emitting Diode and a light Amplification
by Stimulated Emission of Radiation (LASER) may be
mainly used. The LED has a lower output and a wider wave-
length width than those of the LASER, so that the LED is
usable in short range communication that is low-speed modu-
lation.

The light receiving device has a function opposite to that of
a light source that is an optical device, so that the light receiv-
ing device serves to receive an optical signal and change the
received optical signal to an electrical signal within a receiver.
As the light receiving device used in the optical communica-
tion, a PIN Photo Diode (PD), an Avalanche Photo Diode
(APD), and the like are usable.

Since a PIN optical diode light receiving device has a wide
intrinsic layer, which has the simplest structure and is capable
of'much absorbing a photon of entering light, in a PN junction
of a semiconductor, so that a fast response rate may be
recorded by a high current from the outside, there may be no
amplification, and efficiency may be highly improved.

SUMMARY

The present invention has been made in an effort to provide
a method of selecting a wavelength by a wavelength tunable
optical receiver.
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Further, the present invention has been made in an effort to
provide an apparatus for performing a method of selecting a
wavelength by a wavelength tunable optical receiver.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method of selecting a wavelength of a wavelength
tunable optical receiver, including: receiving, by the wave-
length tunable optical receiver, an optical signal from a wave-
length tunable optical transmitter; filtering, by the wave-
length tunable optical receiver, the optical signal through a
low frequency band electrical signal filter, and obtaining a
low frequency signal; determining, by the wavelength tunable
optical receiver, whether the low frequency signal is a valid
signal based on a current value of the low frequency signal;
and when the low frequency signal is the valid signal, obtain-
ing, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, an enable
condition of'a wavelength tunable optical filter through which
the low frequency signal is selected, in which the low fre-
quency signal includes a control/monitoring signal. The
method may further include storing, by the wavelength tun-
able optical receiver, the enable condition of the wavelength
tunable optical filter, and the current value of the low fre-
quency signal. The wavelength tunable optical transmitter
may select one or more channels, though which the low
frequency signal is to be transmitted, among all of the avail-
able channels, and transmit the low frequency signal through
the one or more selected channels. The wavelength tunable
optical transmitter may set the channel, through which the
low frequency signal is to be transmitted, to an enable mode,
and remaining channels except for the channel, through
which the low frequency signal is to be transmitted, to a
disable mode. The determining whether the low frequency
signal is the valid signal based on the current value of the low
frequency signal may further include determining that the low
frequency signal is the valid signal when the current value of
the low frequency signal is larger than the threshold value.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present invention
provides a wavelength tunable optical receiver performing
selection of a wavelength, including: an optical receiving unit
configured to receive an optical signal from a wavelength
tunable optical transmitter; a low frequency band electrical
signal filter unit configured to filter the optical signal and
obtain a low frequency signal; a valid signal determination
unit configured to determine whether the low frequency sig-
nal is a valid signal based on a current value of the low
frequency signal; and a filter setting unit configured to obtain
an enable condition of a wavelength tunable optical filter,
through which the low frequency signal is selected, when the
low frequency signal is the valid signal, in which the low
frequency signal includes a control/monitoring signal. The
wavelength tunable optical receiver may further include a
memory configured to store the enable condition of the wave-
length tunable optical filter, and the current value of the low
frequency signal. The wavelength tunable optical transmitter
may select one or more channels, though which the low
frequency signal is to be transmitted, among all of the avail-
able channels, and transmit the low frequency signal through
the one or more selected channels. The wavelength tunable
optical transmitter may set the channel, through which the
low frequency signal is to be transmitted, to an enable mode,
and remaining channels except for the channel, through
which the low frequency signal is to be transmitted, to a
disable mode. The valid signal determination unit may deter-
mine that the low frequency signal is the valid signal when the
current value of the low frequency signal is larger than the
threshold value.

As described above, according to the exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention, the method and the apparatus
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for selecting a wavelength by the wavelength tunable optical
receiver may efficiently select an optical signal wavelength
by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, thereby achieving
simplification, miniaturization, and low-price of a wave-
length selection device. Further, a wavelength selection algo-
rithm of an optical receiver is sequentially and periodically
performed for a plurality of ONUs, thereby preventing per-
formance deterioration due to an aging effect of the wave-
length tunable optical filter, and thus guaranteeing high qual-
ity Wavelength Division Multiplexing (WDM) optical signal
transmission.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent to those of ordinary
skill in the art by describing in detail embodiments thereof
with reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a basic WDM
based optical network;

FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an optical
demultiplexing operation of an AWG;

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a wavelength
tunable optical receiver including a wavelength selecting
device according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of selecting a
wavelength by a wavelength tunable optical transmitter
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of selecting a
wavelength by a wavelength tunable optical receiver accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an optical com-
munication network according to the exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention may be variously modified and have
various exemplary embodiments, so that specific embodi-
ments will be illustrated in the drawings and described in the
detailed description. However, it is not intended to limit the
present invention to the specific embodiments, and it will be
appreciated that the present invention includes all modifica-
tions, equivalences, or substitutions included in the spirit and
the technical scope of the present invention. In the description
of respective drawings, similar reference numerals designate
similar elements.

Terms “first”, “second”, “A”, “B”, and the like may be used
for describing various constituent elements, but the constitu-
ent elements should not be limited to the terms. The terms are
used only to discriminate one constituent element from
another constituent element. For example, a first element
could be termed a second element, and similarly, a second
element could be also termed a first element without depart-
ing from the scope of the present disclosure. A term “and/or”
includes a combination of multiple relevant described items
or any one of the multiple relevant described items.
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In the case where a component is referred to as being
“connected” or “accessed” to other component, it should be
understood that the component may not only be directly con-
nected or accessed to the other component, but also there may
exist another component between them. In contrast, when one
constituent element is “directly coupled to” or “directly con-
nected to” another constituent element, it should be under-
stood that there are no intervening element present.

Terms used in the present application are used only to
describe specific exemplary embodiments, and are not
intended to limit the present invention. As used herein, the
singular forms are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. In the
present application, it will be appreciated that terms “includ-
ing” and “having” are intended to designate the existence of
characteristics, numbers, steps, operations, constituent ele-
ments, and components described in the specification or a
combination thereof, and do not exclude a possibility of the
existence or addition of one or more other specific character-
istics, numbers, steps, operations, constituent elements, and
components, or a combination thereof in advance.

Hereinafter, an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Hereinafter, like reference numer-
als refer to like elements, and overlapping descriptions of the
same element will be omitted.

In an optical communication network adopting a time divi-
sion/wavelength division-hybrid method, a plurality of opti-
cal signals having different wavelengths may be transmitted
through one optical fiber. An optical subscriber terminal
located at a remote place may communicate with a central
office by automatically selecting an optical signal wavelength
corresponding to each optical subscriber terminal. The opti-
cal communication network adopting a time division/wave-
length division-hybrid method may include an Optical Line
Terminal (OLT) and an Optical Network Units (ONUs)
located at a Central Office (OC), and an optical distribution
network connecting the OLT and the ONUs.

A structure widely used in the various optical distribution
networks is a forming structure of installing a Remote Node
(RN) formed of an optical power distributor in an adjacent
region of optical subscribers, connecting the OLT and the RN
with a single optical fiber, and then connecting the RN and the
ONUs with the optical fiber.

Currently, the generally known optical communication
network adopting a time division/wavelength division-hybrid
method may perform communication by using different
wavelength bands by separating wavelengths of an uplink
signal and a downlink signal. In the wavelength-band sepa-
ration type optical communication network, a wavelength
multiplexer may be disposed in a transmitter of the OLT, a
wavelength division demultiplexer is disposed in a receiver,
the OLT and the RN are connected through the single optical
fiber, and then each port of the RN and the ONU may be
connected through the forming structure.

An optical transceiver used in the ONU may include an
optical filter for the wavelength-band separation, an optical
transmitter, and an optical receiver. As a wavelength-separa-
tion band is narrow in the optical transceiver, it is technically
difficult to implement the optical fiber for the wavelength-
band separation. Accordingly, a method of dividing the OLT-
wavelength multiplexer/demultiplexer into a wavelength
multiplexer for wavelength-multiplexing a downlink WDM
optical signal and a wavelength demultiplexer for wave-
length-demultiplexing an uplink WDM optical signal when
the uplink WDM optical signal is used as a C-band wave-
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length band, and the down WDM optical signal is used as an
L-band wavelength band has been widely used.

In the existing time division/wavelength division-hybrid
optical communication network structure, as a method of
selecting an optical signal wavelength of the ONU optical
receiver, a method using a higher layer equal to or higher than
a data-link layer may be used, but a physical layer may not be
used. Accordingly, there is a problem in that a system over-
head and complexity for the wavelength selection of the opti-
cal receiver are increased, and costs and time are increased.

Hereinafter, in order to solve the aforementioned problem,
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention discloses
awavelength selecting device of a wavelength tunable optical
receiver. The present invention discloses a method by which
a structure of the wavelength selecting device is simply
implemented, additional cost is minimized, and performance
is prevented from deteriorating due to aging effect.

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a basic WDM
based optical network.

Referring to FIG. 1, an optical device configuring a WDM
based optical network may be generally divided into a light
source 100, an optical detector 160, an optical multiplexer
120, and an power splitter 140.

As the optical source 100, which is a light source of an
optical communication transmission device, a Light Emitting
Diode (LED) and a Light Amplification by Stimulated Emis-
sion of Radiation (LASER) may be mainly used. The LED
has alower output and a wider wavelength width than those of
the LASER, so that the LED is usable in short range commu-
nication that is low-speed modulation.

The LASER has an optical cavity of a reflector unlikely to
the LED, and confined photons continuously receive reflec-
tive stimulation by a high current and emit light, so that light
is spread at the same phase only in one direction without
spread of light in a single wavelength band. Accordingly,
deformation of a signal is little, so that the LASER is used as
a light source for high-speed transmission of 1 Gbps or larger
together with a single mode and an optical fiber.

In general, a condition of selecting a light source may
include an output, efficiency, magnitude, life, modulation, a
working temperature, a price, and reliability of light, and the
LASER has lower reliability and shorter life than those of the
LED, so thatthe LASER is not appropriate as a light source of
a long range communication network. However, a laser hav-
ing long life equivalent to that of the LED and a laser of
Distributed Feedback (DBR) for an ocean floor cable have
been recently developed, so that high speed transmission of
20 Gbps may be achieved in a long wavelength (1.5 um).

The optical detector 160 serves to receive an optical signal
and change the received the optical signal to an electrical
signal within a receiver. In a light receiving device used in
optical communication, a PIN optical diode and an Avalanche
Photo Diode (APD) are widely used.

Since a PIN optical diode light receiving device has a wide
intrinsic layer, which has a simple structure and is capable of
much absorbing a photon of entering light, in a PN junction of
a semiconductor, thereby having a fast response rate by a high
current from the outside, having no amplification, and having
improved efficiency.

Unlikely to the PIN optical diode, inan APD light receiving
device, when electrons are accelerated and collide with each
other by kinetic energy at a high state and free electrons are
secondarily generated, injected primary photons are geo-
metrically diffused or amplified like a phenomenon, such as
an avalanche. Reactivity of the APD light receiving device is
amplified by 100 times or more than that of the PIN optical
diode, but the APD light receiving device is sensitive to a
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change in a temperature, a complicated structure, and a high
price. However, the APD light receiving device may be essen-
tial in a high-speed or long range communication network
together with the LASER. As a characteristic of the light
receiving device, a bias voltage, a reaction rate, a time, quan-
tum efficiency, that is, a ratio of generated electrons to
absorbed photons, are important variables.

The optical multiplexer 120 simultaneously transmits opti-
cal wavelengths which are incident through several optical
fibers, respectively, through one optical fiber for the same
device. The optical multiplexer 120 may include an Arrayed
Wave Guide Grating (AWG) type, a thin film type, and a
diffraction grating type.

Inthe AWG type, optical waveguides having different opti-
cal paths may be formed on a silicon substrate, and
waveguides connectable with optical fibers, and slab
waveguides connecting the waveguides may be formed at
both ends of the silicon substrate.

The power splitter(140) is an optical component in which
power is split based on the wavelength composition of the
optical signal. The power splitter(140) splits optical signal
entering through one optical fiber into respective optical
fibers.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an optical
demultiplexing operation of the AWG.

Referring to FIG. 2, when a plurality of optical wave-
lengths are incident through an arbitrary one port of the AWG,
passes through the waveguide, and then passes through an
input slap waveguide 200, the plurality of wavelengths are
spread and passes by each waveguide of an arrayed
waveguide 220. The wavelengths passing by the respective
arrayed waveguides 220 have a different path difference, and
are combined again by constructive interference in a specific
output waveguide while passing by an output slap waveguide
240, so that only one wavelength is emitted.

By the same principle, different wavelengths are sent out
through different output waveguides. The AWG type is manu-
factured through a process, such as a semiconductor manu-
facturing process on a silicon substrate, so that the AWG type
is a structure advantageous to mass production.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a wavelength
tunable optical receiver including a wavelength selecting
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, the wavelength tunable optical
receiver including the wavelength selecting device may
include a wavelength tunable optical filter 200, a light receiv-
ing unit 220, a distributor 240, a low-frequency band filter
260, and a controller 280.

The wavelength tunable optical filter 200 may be imple-
mented so as to allow an optical signal in a specific wave-
length band to selectively pass through. A wavelength multi-
plexed optical signal sequentially passes through the
wavelength tunable optical filter 200, so that the wavelength
tunable optical filter 200 may adopt a wavelength selection
algorithm for selecting an optical signal of a specific wave-
length.

The wavelength selection algorithm may be performed
based on a low frequency signal included in a wavelength
multiplexed optical signal transmitted to the wavelength tun-
able optical receiver. For example, a low frequency signal of
about 1 kHz for control and monitoring may be added to an
optical signal of a specific wavelength to be transmitted. The
wavelength selection algorithm may be performed based on
the received low frequency signal. The wavelength tunable
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optical receiver may detect a low frequency signal of a chan-
nel corresponding to a wavelength band desired to be
selected.

The wavelength selecting method may continuously and
automatically update a wavelength selection condition of the
optical receiver during an operation of the wavelength tunable
optical transmitter, so that the wavelength selecting method
may effectively handle a change in a characteristic of the
wavelength tunable optical receiver by an aging effect gener-
able during a long-term operation.

The optical signal of the low frequency band transmitted to
the receiving unit 220 of the wavelength tunable optical
receiver may be converted to an electrical signal, and then
filtered by a low frequency band electrical filter unit 260 and
detected. Accordingly, it is possible to detect a wavelength of
anoptical signal desired to be selected regardless of an optical
signal of another channel. An enable condition of the wave-
length tunable optical filter, a current value of the light receiv-
ing unit, and the like may be stored in a form, such as a lookup
table, in a memory 290.

The light receiving unit 220 may be implemented in order
to convert the received optical signal to an electrical signal.

The distributor 240 may be implemented in order to dis-
tribute an intensity of the electrical signal.

The low frequency band filter unit 260 may be imple-
mented in order to detect an electrical signal for low fre-
quency band control/monitoring.

The controller 280 may be implemented in order to control
the wavelength tunable optical filter.

According to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, it is possible to select a wavelength of an optical
signal in a physical layer without using a high layer equal to
or higher than a data-link layer by using the wavelength
selection algorithm based on a low frequency signal. It is
possible to decrease an overhead and complexity of a system
for the wavelength selection, and minimize implementation
cost by selecting a wavelength of an optical signal in a physi-
cal layer. Further, it is possible to solve performance deterio-
ration by an aging effect generated during the long-term
operation, thereby inducing simplification, miniaturization,
and low-price of the time division/wavelength division-hy-
brid optical communication system structure.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of selecting a
wavelength by the wavelength tunable optical transmitter
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 discloses an operation of the wavelength tunable
optical transmitter for performing the aforementioned wave-
length selection algorithm based on the low frequency signal.

Referring to FIG. 4, optical transmitters of all of the chan-
nels are set to be in an enabling state (step S400).

In order to perform the wavelength selection algorithm, a
low frequency module for an optical transmitter of a specific
channel may be enabled after setting the optical transmitters
of all of the channels to be in the enabling state.

A channel, through which a low frequency signal is to be
transmitted, is selected, and the low frequency signal is trans-
mitted in the selected channel (step S410).

In step S410, the low frequency signal may be generated in
a corresponding channel by setting only a low frequency
enabling module of the optical transmitter to be in an enable
mode channel K desired to be controlled. For the channel
not-performing the control, all of the optical transmitter low
frequency driving modules are set to be in a disable mode, so
that a low frequency signal for the control may not be gener-
ated.
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The low frequency signal is added in the selected channel,
so that a low frequency band control/monitoring signal may
be added only to an optical signal of a specific wavelength
desired to be detected in a wavelength multiplexed WDM
optical signal. In the wavelength tunable optical receiver, an
enable condition of the wavelength tunable optical filter,
through which the optical signal including the added control/
monitoring signal is selected through an electrical filter of a
low frequency band, may be found. The obtained driving
condition of the wavelength tunable optical filer of the wave-
length tunable optical receiver, a current value of a low fre-
quency electrical signal, and the like may be stored in the
lookup table.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of selecting a
wavelength by the wavelength tunable optical receiver
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 5 illustrates the wavelength selection algorithm per-
formed by the wavelength tunable optical receiver based on
the low frequency signal in detail.

The wavelength selection algorithm according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention is an algo-
rithm of continuously and automatically updating the enable
condition of the wavelength tunable optical filter during the
operation by using a low frequency signal of about 1 kHz.
When the wavelength selection algorithm is used, it is pos-
sible to effectively handle a change in a characteristic of a
wavelength tunable filter by an aging effect generable during
a long-term operation of the wavelength tunable optical
receiver.

Referring to FIG. 5, alow frequency signal is received from
the wavelength tunable optical transmitter (step S500).

The wavelength tunable optical receiver may receive the
low frequency signal from the wavelength tunable optical
transmitter. As described above, the wavelength tunable opti-
cal transmitter may select a channel, through which the low
frequency signal is to be transmitted, and transmit the low
frequency signal through the selected channel. The low fre-
quency signal may include a control/monitoring signal. The
wavelength tunable optical receiver may receive the low fre-
quency signal by controlling the wavelength tunable filter.

A current value of the received low frequency signal is
measured (step S510).

The wavelength tunable optical receiver may determine
whether the received low frequency signal is a valid signal by
measuring the current value of the received low frequency
signal.

Whether the current value of the low frequency signal is
equal to or larger than a threshold value (step S520).

Whether the received low frequency signal is the valid
signal may be determined by determining whether the current
value of the low frequency signal is equal to or larger than the
threshold value.

When the current value of the low frequency signal is
smaller than the threshold value, it may be determined that the
received low frequency signal is not the valid signal, and
control the wavelength tunable filter of the wavelength tun-
able optical receiver again.

On the contrary, when the current value of the low fre-
quency signal is equal to or larger than the threshold value, it
may be determined that the received low frequency signal is
the valid signal.

The threshold value may be the maximum value of the
current value of the low frequency signal.

When the received low frequency signal is the valid signal,
the wavelength tunable filter is set (step S530).
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When the current value ofthe low frequency signal is equal
to or larger than the threshold value, so that it is determined
that the received low frequency signal is the valid signal, the
wavelength tunable optical receiver may set the wavelength
tunable filter for k channels, through which the low frequency
signal is transmitted, based on the control/monitoring signal
included in the low frequency signal. Further, an enable con-
dition of the wavelength tunable optical filter, in which the
optical signal including the added control/monitoring signal
is selected, and a PD value may be measured. Further, the
enable condition of the wavelength tunable optical filter and
a current value of the low frequency electrical signal of the
wavelength tunable optical receiver may be stored by using a
method, such as a lookup table.

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an optical com-
munication network according to the exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the OLT, which is a device located in
the CO, may include a light source 600, a channel selection
unit 610, and a transmitted wavelength multiplexing unit 620.
Although not illustrated in FIG. 6, in a case where the OLT
serves as an optical receiving unit, the OLT may further
include an optical receiver, a received wavelength demulti-
plexing unit, a wavelength band separation/combination unit,
a signal processing module and the like.

Further, the OLT may further include a light source driver
for controlling the light source 600. The light source driver
may control the light source 600 by controlling a current
flowing in the light source.

The optical transmitter may add a modulation signal of a
low frequency band, which has the purpose of the control and
monitoring, to a downlink WDM optical signal modulated at
a high speed, and generate a low-speed downlink WDM opti-
cal signal for data transmission. Here, a frequency of the
downlink WDM optical signal is a low frequency of about 1
kHz.

The optical transmitter may further include the light source
600 for generating a high speed downlink WDM optical sig-
nal, and a low frequency signal generator for generating a low
frequency band modulation signal. The light source 600 may
include a wavelength tunable laser light source, a wave-
length-fixed laser light source, a broadband incoherent light
source, an external injected wavelength fixed broadband light
source. The light transmitter may be implemented in order to
transmit an optical signal through a plurality of channels.

The channel selection unit 610 may determine a channel
through which the low frequency signal according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be trans-
mitted. The low frequency signal may be generated in a
corresponding channel by setting only the low frequency
enabling module of the optical transmitter to be in the enable
mode for ak” channel (k=1, 2, . .., and n) desired to control.
For the channel not-performing the control, all of the optical
transmitter low frequency driving modules are set to be in a
disable mode, so that the low frequency signal for the control
may not be generated.

The low frequency signal is added only in the channel
selected by the channel selection unit 610, so that a low
frequency band control/monitoring signal may be added only
to an optical signal of a specific wavelength desired to be
detected in a wavelength multiplexed WDM optical signal. In
the wavelength tunable optical receiver to be described below,
an enable condition of the wavelength tunable optical filter,
through which the optical signal including the added control/
monitoring signal is selected through an electrical filter of a
low frequency band may be found. The obtained enable con-
dition of the wavelength tunable optical filer of the wave-
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length tunable optical receiver, a current value of a low fre-
quency electrical signal, and the like may be stored in the
lookup table.

The transmitted wavelength multiplexing unit 620 may
wavelength-multiplex a downlink WDM optical signal gen-
erated in the optical transmitter. Here, the transmitted wave-
length multiplexing unit 620 may include an AWG and a thin
film filter as a wavelength multiplexing/demultiplexing
device, which is implemented so that a center wavelength of
the channel or a frequency interval has a predetermined value.

Further, the optical receiving unit of the ONU may include
a light receiving unit 640, a distributor 650, a valid signal
determination unit 660, a filter setting unit 670, a storage unit
680, a wavelength tunable filter 690, and the like. The light
receiving unit 640 may detect an intensity of the wavelength
demultiplexed WDM optical signal passing through the
wavelength tunable filter (690) into an electrical signal. The
distributor 650 may be implemented so as to distribute the
electrical signal converted by the light receiving unit 640.

The wvalid signal determination unit 660 may determine
whether the received low frequency signal is a valid signal by
measuring a current value of the low frequency signal
received by the wavelength tunable optical receiver. For
example, the valid signal determination unit 660 may deter-
mine whether the current value of the received low frequency
signal is equal to or larger than a threshold value. When the
current value of the low frequency signal is smaller than the
threshold value, the valid signal determination unit 660 may
determine that the received low frequency signal is not the
valid signal, and control the wavelength tunable optical filter
of'the wavelength tunable optical receiver again. On the con-
trary, when the current value of the low frequency signal is
equal to or larger than the threshold value, the valid signal
determination unit 660 may determine that the received low
frequency signal is the valid signal.

When the current value of the low frequency signal is equal
to or larger than the threshold value, so that it is determined
that the received low frequency signal is the valid signal, the
filter setting unit 670 may set the wavelength tunable filter
690 for k channels, through which the low frequency signal is
transmitted from the wavelength tunable optical receiver,
based on the control/monitoring signal included in the low
frequency signal. Further, the filter setting unit 670 may mea-
sure an enable condition of the wavelength tunable optical
filter 690, in which the optical signal including the added
control/monitoring signal is selected, and a PD value.

The storage unit 680 may store the enable condition of the
wavelength tunable optical filter 690 of the wavelength tun-
able optical receiver, the current value of the low frequency
electrical signal, and the like may be stored by using a
method, such as a lookup table.

Although notillustrated in FIG. 6, the optical receiving unit
of the OLT may be implemented so as to receive the optical
signal transmitted in the Optical Network Unit (ONU). The
received wavelength demultiplexing unit may demultiplex a
received wavelength and transmit the demultiplexed optical
signal to the optical receiving unit.

Similarly, the optical transmitter of the ONU may transmit
an uplink WDM optical signal generated through the high
speed modulation to a wavelength multiplexer of a remote
node (RN). The wavelength multiplexer of the RN 700 may
wavelength multiplex the uplink WDM optical signal and
transmit the wavelength multiplexed uplink WDM optical
signal to the wavelength band separation/combination unit.
The wavelength band separation/combination unit may iso-
late the uplink WDM optical signal wavelength multiplexed
by the wavelength multiplexer of the RN for each wavelength
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band, and transmit the isolated uplink WDM optical signal to
the received wavelength demultiplexing unit of the OLT.

As described above, the embodiment has been disclosed in
the drawings and the specification. The specific terms used
herein are for purposes of illustration, and do not limit the
scope of the present invention defined in the claims. Accord-
ingly, those skilled in the art will appreciate that various
modifications and another equivalent example may be made
without departing from the scope and spirit of the present
disclosure. Therefore, the sole technical protection scope of
the present invention will be defined by the technical spirit of
the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of selecting a wavelength of a wavelength
tunable optical receiver, comprising:

receiving, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, an

optical signal from a wavelength tunable optical trans-
mitter;
filtering, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, the
optical signal through a low frequency band electrical
signal filter, and obtaining a low frequency signal;

determining, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver,
whether the low frequency signal is a valid signal based
on a current value of the low frequency signal; and

when the low frequency signal is the valid signal, obtain-
ing, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, an
enable condition of a wavelength tunable optical filter
according to one or more channels selected by the low
frequency signal,

wherein the low frequency signal includes a control/moni-

toring signal.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

storing, by the wavelength tunable optical receiver, the

enable condition of the wavelength tunable optical filter,
and the current value of the low frequency signal.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the wavelength tunable
optical transmitter selects the one or more channels, though
which the low frequency signal is to be transmitted, among all
of the available channels, and transmits the low frequency
signal through the one or more selected channels.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the wavelength tunable
optical transmitter sets the channel, through which the low
frequency signal is to be transmitted, to an enable mode, and
remaining channels except for the channel, through which the
low frequency signal is to be transmitted, to a disable mode.
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5. The method of claim 1, further wherein the determining
whether the low frequency signal is the valid signal based on
the current value of the low frequency signal further includes
determining that the low frequency signal is the valid signal
when the current value of the low frequency signal is larger
than the threshold value.

6. A wavelength tunable optical receiver performing selec-
tion of a wavelength, comprising:

an optical receiving unit configured to receive an optical
signal from a wavelength tunable optical transmitter;

alow frequency band electrical signal filter unit configured
to filter the optical signal and obtain a low frequency
signal;

a valid signal determination unit configured to determine
whether the low frequency signal is a valid signal based
on a current value of the low frequency signal; and

afilter setting unit configured to obtain an enable condition
of awavelength tunable optical filter, according to one or
more channels selected by the low frequency signal,
when the low frequency signal is the valid signal,

wherein the low frequency signal includes a control/moni-
toring signal.

7. The wavelength tunable optical receiver of claim 6,

further comprising:

a memory configured to store the enable condition of the
wavelength tunable optical filter, and the current value of
the low frequency signal.

8. The wavelength tunable optical receiver of claim 7,
wherein the wavelength tunable optical transmitter selects the
one or more channels, though which the low frequency signal
is to be transmitted, among all of the available channels, and
transmits the low frequency signal through the one or more
selected channels.

9. The wavelength tunable optical receiver of claim 8,
wherein the wavelength tunable optical transmitter sets the
channel, through which the low frequency signal is to be
transmitted, to an enable mode, and remaining channels
except for the channel, through which the low frequency
signal is to be transmitted, to a disable mode.

10. The wavelength tunable optical receiver of claim 6,
wherein the valid signal determination unit determines that
the low frequency signal is the valid signal when the current
value of the low frequency signal is larger than the threshold
value.



